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Climate Scientists:  
Searching the Golden Mean between  

Pencil Pushers and Activists 
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Outline 

•  History of climate science 

•  Climate politics 

•  Climate in media 

•  Public perception of climate change 
 

•  Pole to Paris 
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History of Climate Science 

•  Exponential growth in scientific publications 

•  Scientific understanding rapidly increasing 
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Climate Politics 
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Climate Politics 
U.S. trend in non-defense R&D 
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Climate Politics 

•  Climate legislation changes “like the wind” 

•  Significant increase in scientific publications, 
but not for funding it 



Climate in Media 



Climate in Media 
Newspaper coverage of ‘climate change’ or ‘global warming’ 
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Climate in Media 
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Climate in Media 

•  As for policies, highly fluctuating over time 

•  Coverage not only dependent on events, but 
also on news provider 
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Public Perception of Climate Change 
Perception (%) of global warming as a very serious problem 
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Public Perception of Climate Change 
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Public Perception of Climate Change 

0%	
  

10%	
  

20%	
  

30%	
  

40%	
  

50%	
  

60%	
  

70%	
  

80%	
  

90%	
  

100%	
  

2001	
   2007	
   2013	
  

Confidence (%) in humans as main cause of global warming  Data:	
  IPCC	
  TAR	
  (2001),	
  AR4	
  (2007),	
  AR5	
  (2013)	
  

66	
  

90	
  

M
ill

io
ns

 U
SD

 

Funds given to climate denial groups 

Data:	
  Greenpeace.	
  	
  
From	
  The	
  Guardian	
  (2013)	
  

95	
  



Public Perception of Climate Change 

•  Strong mismatch between scientific and 
public understanding on what’s causing 
climate change 

•  Increasing CO2 emissions associated with lack 
of climate change concern 
 

•  Funds for debunking climate science 
increasing with scientific consensus 
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Pole to Paris: What? 
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Pole to Paris: How? 



Pole to Paris: How? 



Pros: 
•  Meeting people 

outside academia 
•  Widened 

perspective 

Cons: 
•  Compromising own 

research 
•  Target plate for 

Internet trolls 

Pole to Paris: Ups and Downs 



Summary 

•  Rapid expansion of climate science 

•  An unpredictable political sphere 

•  Media’s varying portrayal 

•  Short-term thinking and personal interests 

•  An example of scientist engagement 



Thank you! 
Merci beaucoup! 


