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Defining Food Security for Policy

A question of livelihoods: 

ÅIs food available?

ÅDo people have access?

ÅIs that food sufficient quality?

ÅIs it the food that they want?

A processthat people negotiate 
rather than a condition that they 
do or do not have

http://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/january-
2010/delivering-africa%E2%80%99s-development
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Research on Food Security in the North

ÅWhat is it?
ÅDefining & measuring food 

security

Å²Ƙƻ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘ όƻǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘύΚ
ÅAssessment, monitoring

ÅWhy?
ÅDrivers, challenges, systems 

approaches

ÅHow do we improve?
ÅSocial movements
ÅIntervention
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From Loring and Gerlach 2015. Searching for Progress on Food Security in the North American North. Arctic



What Do We Know? 

ÅFood insecurity 
has a historical 
context
ÅColonialism
ÅLand claims
ÅDevelopment
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http://www.amazon.com

http://brbl -
archive.library.yale.edu/exhibiti
ons/arthurwangphotos/popups
/cat/berger.html



What Do We Know? 

ÅCommunities are 
over-connected to 
urban, global 
systems
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What Do We Know? 

ÅFood security is 
place-based
ÅDifferent resources, 

needs, tastes, 
challenges
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What Do We Know? 

ÅFlexibility & 
diversity are 
essential
ÅSeasonality, 

primary, secondary, 
tertiary options
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Lƴ hǘƘŜǊ ²ƻǊŘǎΧΦ

Fundamentally, food (in)security in the North is neither a 
biogeographic nor ecological problem 

ÅInfluence of existing mandates and policies for improving 
food security is miminal

Å{ǘǳŎƪ ƛƴ ŀ άƭƻŎƪ-ƛƴ ǘǊŀǇέ
ÅNutrition Transition
ÅShort-ǘŜǊƳ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ŜΦƎΦΣ άƘŜŀǘ ƻǊ Ŝŀǘέ

ÅAcquiescence to climate change
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How are People Responding?
Areas for Policy Action
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Raising Awareness on Social Media
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